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A 501 (c) (3) Non-Profit Organization

Our Mission Statement:
To advocate on behalf of the endangered  
Florida Key Deer population to assure  

they receive ethical treatment and protection  
and to reduce human-caused illness, injury  

and death events.

Please consider becoming a member.
•
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Become a Member Today 
to Support the  

Endangered Key Deer!

It’s easy! Just make an annual donation of $15 or more 
to to become a member. Your tax deductible donation 

includes the interesting and informative  
Members Only Quarterly Newsletter! 

You can donate by logging onto:  
www.SaveOurKeyDeer.org  

Or 

 Mail your check to: 
Save Our Key Deer 

P.O. Box 431303 
Big Pine Key, Fl 

33043
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Mark Your Calendar!
Save Our Key Deer (SOKD) 

Is having our first 

COMMUNITY MEETING:

Saturday, April 28th from 10am- 12pm
Lord of the Seas Lutheran Church 

1250 Key Deer Blvd. • Big Pine Key, Fl 33043

There will be 20 FREE SOKD T-Shirts given away by raffle and more 
fun stuff to take home too! Home-baked goodies and iced tea will be 
served. We hope you come join us to find out what you can do. 

This will be a fun and informative community meeting that will 
include: 

• A presentation on availability of 
natural drinkable water for  
wildlife, satellite images of Irma’s 
aftereffects on vegetation, and  
other interesting facts like why 
some bucks grow “haywire”  
antlers

• Sign-ups for deer-related volun-
teer projects and committees

• Order native plants at wholesale 
prices

• Meet the SOKD board, ask questions and offer suggestions.

We Hope to See You There!
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April 2018: We have begun a program to help our members identify 
native plants that are edible to the deer and to obtain them through 
SOKD at wholesale prices. This gives people a chance to replace their 
Irma-destroyed garden vegetation with native, deer-friendly plants 
and shrubs at a favorable cost.

March 2018: We are continuing our efforts to have the Florida Dept. 
of Transportation address deer signage issues that includes install-
ing deer signs from MM30 - MM19. Just recently, a fawn and a buck 
were killed by cars on Sugarloaf, and a doe on Cudjoe.

January – April 2018: The 2017-18 “dry season” has been one of the 
worst in 200+ years. Many natural drinking holes used by wildlife 
got inundated with salt water during Irma and some then completely 
dried out. SOKD continues to 
monitor salinity conditions at 
watering holes throughout the 
Key deer range. By February and 
into early March some areas had 
no natural drinking water. Some 
deer advocates began providing 
water for wildlife on their private 
property to alleviate the drought 
conditions (which is perfectly legal). Please thoroughly clean water 
containers daily to decrease the risk of disease transmission.  

December 2017 - February 2018: SOKD worked with the Monroe 
County Sheriff Office to 
increase speed limit enforce-
ment on Big Pine Key. The 
latest “BPK Key Deer Trap 
Fund” results are very impres-
sive: 171 speeding citations, 
71 warnings and 3 arrests. 
Our roads are safer for wild-

life, motorists, bicyclists and pedestrians! 

November – December 2017: We petitioned the county to install 
US1 downed deer fence patches, put out lighted sign boards warn-
ing motorists of deer and increase speed limit enforcement. These 
measures resulted in a sharp decrease in Key deer deaths related to 
motor vehicle strikes.

The leading cause of Key deer 
death is motor vehicle strikes. 
Each year 8-15+% of the 
entire Key deer world popula-
tion get killed by cars, and an 
unknown number suffer non-
fatal injuries like broken legs 
and jaws that they struggle 
with for the rest of their life. 
We ask that everyone not 
only obeys the speed limits 
but also remain vigilant while 
driving through deer territory 

– a deer can jut out on the road at any time! Also, it remains unknown to 
many Keys visitors and residents that Key deer territory extends from Big 
Pine all the way down to Sugarloaf Key despite the present lack of roadside 
warning signs outside of Big Pine and No Name Keys (SOKD is working 
to correct this). So please, continue watching out for deer as you drive 
between Big Pine and Sugarloaf. 

A related problem is people’s feeding the deer from their cars – which 
attracts the animals to roads, makes them fearless of cars which they start 
associating with handouts...and increases the chances of ending their life 
in a collision in the future. Actually, feeding the deer anywhere is not only 
illegal, but can result (and has - see next column) in a deer’s death or severe 
illness. The Key deer have adapted to get all their nutritional needs from 
vegetation in the Keys, and can eat more than 160 different plants, al-
though only 5 or so comprise most of their diet. These include mangroves 
and thatch palm (they love the seasonal berries). Key deer also have very 
delicate gastrointestinal systems, however.

An Important Message. . .
This beautiful, healthy buck, “Two Plus One” (photo top right) died early 
February from rumen acidosis (photo right). He and 4 other deer consumed 
a large amount of cracked corn that was left outside in a plastic lawn bag, 
unprotected. This was a painful, unfortunate and preventible death. 3 of the 
5 deer that consumed the corn likely have some degree of permanent rumen 
damage and one of them, a pregnant doe is missing also presumed dead. 
They all appeared ill and had cracked corn pieces contained in their stool 
one afternoon and thankfully the source of the toxic corn was found! 

Here’s exactly what happens 
when a Key deer consumes 
too much simple carbs such as 
cracked corn, bread, rice, cake 
or any other rich carbs or sugary 
foods: 

Problems start almost immedi-
ately. Within 2-6 hours there is a 
change in the microbial popula-
tion in the rumen of the deer. 
The number of Streptococcus 
sp. bacteria increase dramati-
cally and replace the normally 
abundant, “good” bacteria. 

This results in the production 
of large quantities of lactic acid, making the rumen pH to or below 5, de-
stroying protozoa, cellulolytic organisms, and lactate utilizing organisms, 
and a reduction in rumen mobility. Suddenly, the digestion and movement 
of food within the deer stops. 

The lactic acid and lactate build-
up cause excessive quantities 
of fluid to move into the deer’s 
rumen, causing dehydration. 

A deer can survive if the high 
carb food is no longer available 
(removed, completely con-
sumed). However, the animal 
will likely have a permanently 
damaged rumen lining. 

PLEASE don’t feed the deer! Especially refrain from feeding dog or cat 
food. The protein content is way too high and pet food usually contains 
toxic corn or rice too. Bread, cake, cookies, crackers, chips, rice, potatoes, 
apples or any other rich carbs are all potentially toxic. If many residents 
and tourists are giving “just a little bit” of these unnatural foods it can 
quickly add up to health issues. 

Also, PLEASE be sure to keep all pet food, animal feed and garbage  
secured and inaccessible to deer. Thank you!

Help Keep our Deer Alive and Healthy! 
SOKD’S Recent Activites:

Join us on April 28 from 10am to 12pm at Lord of the Seas Lutheran Church for our first  
community meeting. To become a member, or learn more, Visit: SaveOurKeyDeer.org


